
 
 

THE 

RIVERFRONT 
CHILDREN’S 

CENTER 

 

The Riverfront Children's Center, Inc. 

476 Thames Street, Groton, CT 06340 

 

860-445-8151 

riverfrontchildren.org 

 

Written Testimony of Dr. Susan Radway 
in opposition to HB-6659  AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 

ENDING JUNE 30, 2025, AND MAKING APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR. 
 
Senator Osten, Representative Walker, members of the Appropriations Committee, thank you for this 
opportunity to testify on the Governor's proposed budget for the Office of Early Childhood. 
 
My name is Susan Radway. I live in Waterford and am the Executive Director of Riverfront Children’s Center, a 
nonprofit early care and education center located in Groton. The program was started in 1983 through the 
request of mothers working at Electric Boat and unable to find affordable care.  
 
Childcare and early education continue to be our only business. Today, as Riverfront celebrates its 40 th 
anniversary, the mission remains the same, to provide affordable high-quality care for all families.  This is 
supported in part through a combination of state funding (Groton and New London School Readiness, Child 
Day Care, Care4Kids), along with grants, fundraising and donations.   
 
Our ability to hire and retain quality teachers has become more and more difficult as for-profit businesses and 
big-box stores offer a wage far higher than we are able to afford. I have watched qualified teachers with 
bachelor’s degrees in Early Childhood Education, doing work they are passionate about, leave to take positions 
out of their field where they earn enough money to start paying off their student loans and, in their late 
twenties, no longer must live at home with their parents or depend on a second job to make ends meet.  
 
The proposed budget is woefully short of funds needed to support childcare programs.  Riverfront has 40 CDC -
funded infant and toddler slots. While inflation has increased by 25% since 2015, the Governor’s budget 
proposal only includes a 17% increase in state funded slots. Currently our annual loss for providing infant and 
toddler care is $124,800.  Riverfront has the space to increase much needed infant and toddler slots, but the 
Child Day Care reimbursement rate leaves a $2,880 annual deficit per slot.  Why would we consider 
renovations to add 20 slots knowing that we would start out at an annual deficit of a minimum of $62,400? 
That is not considering the ability to find quality teachers interested in the pay rate we can afford.  Providing a 
Human Capital tax credit will not do anything to help us balance our budget or assure the ability to operate in 
an expanded capacity over the foreseeable future.   
 
Without childcare, parents can’t work; without early education children do not  enter kindergarten with the 
skills they need to be successful lifelong learners.  Parents unable to work must depend on state assistance; 
children unprepared for learning require additional support and if not addressed in a timely manner result in 
further societal challenges.   
 
The cost of supporting the essential childcare services needed to support families is a drop in the bucket 
compared to the long-term societal costs of ignoring the needs of high-quality early care and education 
programs. Put funding where it can have the biggest impact, in childcare. Increasing the funding allocated to 
State Funded ECE program rates to address inflation and put wage supplements back into the budget.   
 
Thank you for reviewing my concerns. I am happy to answer questions or provide a tour.   

  


